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dh inhabizany of this biens 
polis. and have obſerved, wich the Satisfac- 
tion of a Man and a Chriſtian, the | Riſe and Pro- 
greſs of ſeveral uſeful and charitable Inſtitutions, 
ſorne of which have ſprung from Foundagens. ap- 
parently inadequate to the noble Superſtructures 


— > 7 5 
derable Provißon is made for removing and al- 
leviating the Effects of the various Diſtempers 
aud Caſualties incident to the human Body. 
ee choſe unbappy Olyefts, who cannot, by 
A 2 | the 


happy Eſtabliſhments for the Relief of bodily Dif. 
orders, and acknowledge, | with Thankfulneſs, 
the Merits of thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe Huma- 
— Kill e ee them fo e- 

beneficial, Im, wich the gremeſt Pe 


Year, ſeveral are under 'Fourteen, and one th of the 
whale hare been betray d before that Age. 

Nate to Decker Dopn': Serear, greecÞd in Loads, Boi 
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£6 } 
preſent Support, and qualiſy them to earn their 


future Bread, either in reputable Services, of ih 3 
their own Houſes, it is deſigned that they ſhall be 
employed in ſuch Works, as may be molt ſuit: 
able to their reſpective Ages, Abilities, and Ge- 
niuſes, . | Ir 2 888885 


As this Houſe is not intended as a Place of Pu- 
niſhment for the Wicked, but of Aſſiſtance and 
Reward for thoſe who have ceaſed to do Evil and 
are reſolved to learn to do well, the Penitents will 
be allow'd ſuch Relaxations, as may be neceſſary 
for their Health and Recreation, but under ſuch 
Reſtrictions, as will render thoſe Relaxations as in- 


,. 


4 To infare, as much as poſlible, the Succels of 
this excellent Deſign, it is intended, in Caſe the 
+ Fund can affard it, that a Bounty ſhall be granted 
w each Woman who ſhall give ſufficient Proof of 
Reformation by a modeſt and diſcreet Demes- 
nour, and + -— lad 
derce in the Hoyle. 


The Guardians of this Charity will uſe their ut- 
oſt Endeavours to reconcile the real Penitents to 


- $43 : 
theit Parents and Friends, to procure them good 
Services, and aſſiſt them in ſetting up in Trades. 


RRB 0 thoſe 
3 — 


| Wiite eorryontfinbdle en een 
haviour is propoſed to them, the Guardians will 
not ſuffer the Indolent to conſume the Stock of 

the Induſtrious, or the Vicious to taĩnt the Morals 
- of:the Virtuous, but will diſmiſs all ſuch as will 


not e WR. — to 
Nee | | 


Sou 


| Herein e te Miene full frnkkr:whth 
Charity-to the Souls:and Bodies &f or Fellow- 
Creatures, many of whom were ſo young and un- 
ſuſpecting when they forfeited” their Innocence, 


:upprehended their Dunger. Tunt natural Senſe 
o Shame whichought to have preſerved them from 


of Acton, forbids them to lock back, blinds chem 
-t0- Conſequences, and--only ſerves t hurry-them 
_ [down the headlong Precipice of Vice and De- 


YO Bs 


Surely 


:thar. they plungedd into Ruin, almſt before b 


the firſt falle Step, now becomes a falle Frineyis? 


-L.s 

Surely then this is ſuch a Cane as cannot 
fail to unite the Heads, Hearts and Hands of 
all Perſons in its Support. 

To you, who are inſpired with a truly Chrif- 
tian Zeal to turn many to Righteouſneſs, and 
are therefore animated by the bright and glo- 
rious Hope of ſhining as Stars for ever and 
ever, I need not addreſs myſelf. Your own 
Hearts will ſuggeſt more than Words can ex- 
preſs. Your Attention to this Deſign will be 


equal to its Importance, and - your Liberality 
will be bounded only by your Ability. 


As for you, who have been ſo unhappily de- 
luded as to delude unexperienced Innocence, 
or encourage Perſeverance in Vice, look back, 
with Horror, on thoſe black, thoſe ruinous 
Deeds. Heartily and deeply repent of them, 
and give full Proof of your Sincerity by ma- 
king all the Reparation in your Power to the 
Objects of this Charity, and to that Commu- 
vey which you have fo grivvany hyund, 


The worthy Magiftrates of this Metropolis 
as 6 «oo Decency and 
B Virtue, 


P 101 

Virtue, will, undoubtedly, give their powerful 
Aid to this excellent Deſign, ſo well framed 
to co-operate with the Laws for ſuppreſſing 
LewdneG and cleanſing our Streets of thoſe 
foul Diſgraces of this City. As the Citizens of 
Dublin are immediately and very materially in- 
tereſted in the Succeſs of this Undertaking, it 
is juſtly expected that they will contribute to it 
. to their reſpeCtive Abilities. 


Every proper Scheme for Reformation of 
Manners has a peculiar and an undoubted Claim 
to the Countenance and. vigorous Support of 
the Clergy, who can never appear with more 
true Dignity, than when they are zealouſly 
employed in an Undertaking calculated to pro- 
mote the Honour of God and the ſpiritual and 
temporal Happineſs of their Fellow Creatures, 


the important Ends for which their Order was 
inſtituted by their Great Maſter. 


Such of the Clergy as are unable to contri- 
bute pecuniary Aſſiſtance, may very much for- 
ward this Work, by taking every Opportunity 
w repreſent, in a true Lighs, the Utility of it, 

and ſolieit Subſcriptions to it. 


In 
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In ſuch a Cauſe they are authorized to ſpeak 
with any Degree of Earneſtneſs that does not 
exceed the Limits of Diſcretion - and good 
Manners. It is not doubted but the Clergy, in 
every Station, will exert their utmoſt Endeavours 
to recover thoſe loſt Sheep, which having ſo unhap- 
pily wandered from their Folds, now avoid all the 
ordinary Methods of Inſtruction and Reforma- 
tion, and cannot be effectually recovered by any 
other Means, now in uſe, than thoſe deſigned to 
be purſued by the Guardians of this Charity. 


We have, among the Ladies of this 
Kingdom, many amiable and illuſtrious Exam- 
ples of Virtue, Humanity and Delicacy, who, 
with Compaſſion equal to their own ſuperior 
Virtue, will certainly Patronize an Under- 
taking deſigned to reſtore many fallen and un- 
happy Perſons of their Sex to Chaſtity, Decen- 
cy and Competence. The Influence of ſuch 
Examples cannot fail to be univerſal. 


Though this Scheme is evidently calculated to 
produce many happy Conſequences both of a 
religious and political Nature, yet ſeine Obyec- 
tions have been raiſed againſt it. 

B 2 never 


1121 
I never knew any one good Deſign propoſed 
to the Public, which has not been objefted to 
by ſome or other. The Scheme for Proteſtant 
Working-Schools was made a Subject of Ridicule 
by many Proteſtants at the very Time that it 


Doctor Moſſe's Project of building and ſupporting 
a large Lying-in Hoſpital was deemed an imprac- 
ticable Undertaking, the mere Creature of an 
overheated Imagination. But the many extenſive 
Benefits ariſing from theſe Inſtitutions render 
them glorious Monuments of the Wiſdom and 
Piety of this Age. 
is impracticable. But, ſurely, the extraordinary 
- Succeſs of that in London fully proves that ſuch 
a Scheme is not impracticable in itſelf. From 
whence then can a Failure ariſe in a fimilar 
Undertaking here? Have not the People of 
Feland Senfe enough to plan and conduct ſuch 
a Deſign? or have they not Charity enough to 
ſupport the Experces of it? 


Such Inſinuations, being » 
the many wiſe and conſiderable Eſtabliſhments 


of 


[ 13] 
of Charity in this Town, would be equally 
diſreſpeQful, unjuſt and ungrateful to the Publie. 
Nay, we have mote Reaſon to hope for Suc- 
| cefs than the Engljb had. Their's was 4 riew 
Attempt. We have the Advantages of their 


Examples and Rules to guide us, and ve 
have their Succeſs to animate us 


But ſome have infinuated that Proftitutes will 
not forſake their vicious Courſes to retire to 2 
Place of Regularity and Diſcipline. Is a State 
of Proftitution. ſo agreeable to a rational Be- 
ing, or is it ſo well accommodated with the 
Conveniencies, Comforts and Decencies of Life, 
as to hold its Votaries in perpetual Captivity ? 


On the contrary, will not Diſeaſes, Pover- 
ty and brutal Inſults rouze them? will not the 
Suggeſtions of Reaſon and the Checks of Con- 
ſcience admoniſh them, and will not the Prin- 
ciple of Self Preſervation oblige them to ſeek 
their Reception? Surely human Nature cannot 
be fo different here from what it is in London, 
where they offer themſelves in ſuch Numbers, 
that there is not Room for them, though their 
Houſe 


[14] 

Houſe has been ſo greatly enlarged. Beſides, 
as London is the Seat of Wealth and Pleaſure, 
it affords more and greater Temptations to conti- 
nue in diſſolute Habits than are to be found here. 


But it is well known that ſeveral young Wo- 
men in Dublin are already ſoliciting to be ad- 
mitted as ſoon as the Houſe ſhall be opened, 
and that many of thoſe, who ſtill continue to 
their Night- Walks better contented with the 
. Alms of Charity, than the Wages of De- 
bauchery. 

' Others have ſaid, that this Scheme will prove 
abortive from the Relapſe of all thoſe unhappy 
Creatures into their former Courſes. 


& this Corruption radical? Is this Species of 
Malady totally incurable? The great Phyſician 
of Souls was not of that Opinion when he defired 
the Woman taken in Adultery to go, and 
ſin no more. Beſides, the Chriſtian Religion 
is founded on a Principle directly contrary to this 


But 


| 
| 
| 
8 
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greater Part have been diſmiſs d for Faults 


[15] 
But as Facts are the moſt convincing Arguments, 
1 will inſert a few Paragraphs from the printed 


Account, London, March 22, 1768. With 


reſpect to thoſe who have left the Houſe 
« with Credit, we have had the Pleaſure 
© to hear the moſt favourable Accounts. In 
« general, they turn out good Servants ; and 
* have approved themſelves to the Families, in 

“ which they are placed, and in which we 
have the Satisfaction to find that they conti- 
nue, a very ſmall Number only excepted. 


For thoſe who have been diſmiſſed the 
* Houſe for Irregularities, it is but Juſtice to 
« ſay, that though, doubtleſs, ſome of them have 


and Imprudences, little Petulance of Temper 


© and Refractorineſs of Behaviour which could 


* not, by any means, be allowed. 


« But we defire, particularly, to inform the 
Reader, what hath given us the higheſt Sa- 
tisfaction, that even of thoſe who have been 
« diſmiſſed, many have never returned to their 
former deteſted Way of Life; but have 


« ſought 


[16 } 
« fought to maintain themſelves in the moſt 
+ laborious Services; declaring they would 
« rather endure any Extremities, than plunge 
« again into Guilt and Shame. Nay, and 
« fame have applied to the Lord Mayor to be 
« ſent abroad, that fo they might avoid the 


fatal Neceſſity of returning to Vice, through 
« meer Want of Suſtenance. For the Wo- 


© men now in the Houſe, we have the Plea- 
« ſure to aſſure the Public, that they behave 
by themſelves with al imaginable Propriety.” P 


To this I will add a more recent Account 
from the Treaſurer's Letter, dated London, 
June the 19th, 1766. © Very few of ours, 
e 

« provided for above eighteen Months to two 
« Years; and, bleſſed be God, above fifty 
* fix, we know, have been fince married, and 
© above five hundred, we have reaſon to be- 
« lieve, are reſtored to the World, as uſeful | 
Members of Society.“ 


| It has been ſuggeſted by ſeveral Perſons, 
that the Proſtitutes of this Town are the ve- 
y Dregs of the . and, therefore, un- 

| worthy | 


[17 ] 


worthy of fo much Attention and Expence as 
the Promoters of the Magdalen Aſylum pro- 
poſe to beſtow on them. Admitting the firſt 
Part of this Aſſertion to be true, which, I am 
well informed, a little Time will prove to be 
otherwiſe, who is authorized to trace the Line 
which ought to exclude Sinners in any Rank from 
our Endeavours to reform and fave them? 
Who are to be left unreclaimed ? Surely none, 
but thoſe who cannot be reclaimed, and who 
will venture to pronounce the Sentence of Re- 
probation againſt any, till every proper Me- 
thod of Reformation has been try'd. Shall 
Gold be put in the Balance againſt thoſe Souls, 
which the Son of God purchaſed with his own 
Blood ? 


Some have gone ſo far as to ſay, that the 
Magdalen Scheme would be a great Encou- 
ragement to Vice. This is a bold Aſſertion. 
If it be as concluſive as it is bold, moſt of 
the Hoſpitals in the World ought to be razed 
to their Foundations. Nay, this ObjeCtion 
would extend much further than the Demoli- 
tion of Hoſpitals, it would even affe& Divine 
Revelation, and Divine Revelation more than 

C | any 
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any other Religion that has ever appeared. 
For it is the only Religion that gives to Sin- 
ners authentic and explicit Aſſurances of Pardon 
and eternal Happineſs on true Repentance : 
Yet, I hope, no one will be fo impious as 
to ſay, that the Law of God promotes Vice, 
and ought to be aboliſhed as an Enemy to 
Virtue. 


The Perſons who make this Objection do 
not ſeem to be well acquainted with human 
Nature, or the Arts by which young Wo- 
men are uſually ſeduced. It can hardly be 
rately facrifice their Chaſtity, that Glory of 
their Sex, forfeit the Love and Protection of 
their Parents, the Eſteem of their Friends, 
and all Pretenſions to Character, merely on 
a Purpoſe of, ſome time or other, relinquiſh- 
ing a diſſolute Courſe of Life, and retreating 
to 2 Place of Penitence, Diſcipline and Re- 


No, their Caſe is very different; for, prompted 
by Paſſion, ſoothed by Flattery, deceived by 
Oaths of Fidelity, often * Prorniſes of Mar- 


riage, 


[19] 
riage, and allured by the Proſpect of Afflu- 
ence and Pleaſures, they fall into the Snare 
without apprehending the Ruin that muſt en- 
ſue. 


If they foreſee the Guilt, Infamy and Wretch- 
edneſs of Proftitution, the Proſpect of a Mag- 
dalen Aſylum will hardly induce them to 


_ into It. 


If they do not foreſee theſe Conſequences, a 
Magdalen Aſylum will not make any Part of 
their Scheme. But I humbly apprehend, that 
the Conſideration of ſuch an Aſylum would 
operate on the Minds of young Women in a 
different Manner from what is imagined by the 
Odjectors, and that it would prove a great 


Diſcouragement to their taking the firft wrong 
Step. Surely they muſt ſhudder on the Brink 


when they ſee that the beſt Conſequences 
which can attend Debauchery are Penitence, 
Diſcipline and Confinement, and that many 
| Perſons, formerly ſeduced by Temptations, equal- 
ly flattering with thoſe which are now offered to 
them, are eagerly ſoliciting Admiſſion into this 
= Place of Refuge for tainted Characters, 

C 2 wounded 
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wounded Conſciences, and impaired Conftitu- 
tions. If they deliberate on this Point with 
any Degree of Seriouſneſs, they can hardly be 
loft, for the Reſult will naturally be, that. In- 
nocence, Health and Reputation are infinitely 
preferable to any Retreat that can be made 
from a Courſe of Vice. 


It is plain that Lewdneſs is every Day en- 
creaſing, that it walks barefaced through our 
Streets, blaſting the Bloom and Innocence of 
Youth of all Ranks, and often corrupting mar- 
ried Men, and, through them, conveying 
Diſtempers to virtuous Wives and Children un- 
born. Surely this cannot be imputed to any En- 
couragement given to Vice by a Magdalen ln 
ftitution, as none ſuch has yet exiſted in this 


Kingdom. 


The Houſe of Correction has proved ineffec- 
tual. The Puniſhment inflicted there often har- 
dens, very ſeldom reforms. Perhaps the 
"Diſcipline is too ſevere, and is not accom- 
panied with proper Inſtructions and good 
Ez::mples. | 


What 


[2] 
| What then is to be done? Is a Deluge of 


Debauchery to be ſuffered to overflow. this 
Metropolis, and from hence diffuſe its poiſonous 
Streams throughout the Kingdom ?* God forbid. 


It N not poſſible that any Member of the 
Community can be unintereſted in the Succeſs 
of a Deſign to ſtem this deſtructive Torrent. 
How often, from this Source, is conjugal Hap- 
pineſs incurably poyſoned? the fond Hopes 
of Parents for ever blaſted in the early Loſs 
of their Children's Innocence, Health, and Re- 
putation? How frequently do Apprentices and 
Servants betray their Truſt, neglect their Trades 
and Buſineſs, and plunder their Maſters and Miſ- 
treſſes to defray the exorbitant Expences of De- 
bauchery ? 


| In England the Magdalen Inſtitution is deem- 
ed an Object of ſuch Importance, that the Queen 
of England has patronized it, and beſtowed a 
Royal Bounty on it, and it is amply ſupport- 
ed by the Benefactions and annual Subſerip- 
tions of the Nobility, Gentry and Clergy. 


The Citizens of . have diftinguiſhed them- 
ſelves 


122 
ſelves on this Occaſion by a Degree of Libe- 
rality proportionate to their immenſe Wealth. 


| Here, the, worthy Governors of the Lock 


Hoſpital, ſenſibly affected with the wretched 


and very pitiable Caſes of many Objects, who, 


in the Courſe of twelve Years, came under 


their Obſervations, publiſhed a . Scheme for 
erecting and ſupporting an Afylum for peni- 
tent Females. The Humanity. and Utility of 
ſuch an Inſtitution were ſo juſtly repreſented 
by them, that the Earl and Counteſs of Hert- 
ford chearfully patronized it, and, with -many 
Perſons, vor leſs diſtinguiſhed by Birth and 
Fortune, than by their Liberality and other 
Virtues, contributed generouſly to it. Their 
Examples were foon followed by many in low- 
er Claſſes, and there is, at preſent, ſuch a 
Fund as juſtifies a vigorous Attempt to carry 


it into Execution, though quite inadequate to 
the future Support of it, for which it muſt 


entirely depend on the voluntary Bounty of 
this very charitable and Public- ſpirited Nation. 


The Condudtors of this Deſign intend to avail 
themſelves of the Engliſh Rules, fo far as they 
9 ſhall 
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mall be found to be applicable to the State ef 
Things here, and will endeavour, with the. 


ſtricteſt Caution, to guard againſt every poſſ- 
2 — 


* e a e e 
of forme Perſons engaged in this Underta- 
king muſt give a powerful Sanction to it, 
nd vill be_ ths bt Bally > the ke 
for their inceſſant Attention, and the moſt 


prudent Application of the Fund. | 


tf any Perſons will continue to object to 
this good Deſign, and propoſe a better for the 
mediately abandon it, and heartily concur with 
it is hoped that the Friends of Religion, of 


unite with them in effectual Endeavours to ſup- = 


port a Scheme, manifeſtly framed to check 
the Progreſs of Immorality and Wretchednefs, 
to recover the Health and Reputations, and 
fave the Souls and Bodies, of Thouſands. 
Proſper, O Lord, the Works of their Hands 


upon 


1241 
upon them, O proſper - thou "their Handi 


Every Contribution, however ſinall, will be ac- 
will be received b 


2 Moon, Ew. on 3 Hill, 

LLIaM Buxy, Eſq; in Abbey-ftreet, 

Pzzxcevar Hunt, Eſq; in Bride-ftreet, 3 

The rev. Dr. Jonzs, Treafurer, on Lazer's- | 
Hul, and 

| Therev. Faancie Tuoneson, in Molgfworth- 


PY ” 
= 


I S. f a ; 
- 
— : : 
— 
. 
. 
= WM #5 * 1 
1 , * 
1 — 
. » 


1 
1 3» if4 * P 1 2 9 Os 
F "= * — * 88 N PI 1 4 
by + ><» _ 
Ma 
by ; 


* 


* 

Fd 

0 
C2 1 
2 * 
"> 
=. 


— 
3 
. ” S 4 
* 


Mr Mn 1 2 F. 3. W- 
Bout * 5 Mb 4 5 2 0 i ny A | = 7. 
„ 8 CV 
2 | 6405 TT Gone TEEN $i n 
D 3 * * 8 * * RE. Th, 


* * . 57 * ” 4 * As 
«2-5 20 hi POR A 8 

38 * 70 1 3 A 
* o þ 4 | 4 = 3 & I 


"7 
5 
L 
: 
N 
7 
8 
3» 
* 
Up 
Y 
5 
1 
1 
8 
= 
oF 
Ss 
& 
1 
2 


#&# 4 


* * F 
wy - 
1 = * 
FE w> a 6 


1 


